RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
guished people, expressing their profound sense of the invaluable services which he had rendered for over thirty years to the cause of Adult Education.
Srinivasa Ramanujan
Few, if any, Fellows of Trinity can have had a more romantic career than Ramanujan. His parents were Brahmins, living in the Madras Presidency and in poor circumstances. When he was seven years old he went to the High School at Kumbakonam and remained there until he was sixteen. He showed quite remarkable mathematical ability, and in his last year, after he had access to Carr's Synopsis of Pure Mathematics, which contains a list of mathematical formulae without any proofs, he revelled in finding the proofs for himself. He matriculated at the University of Madras and studied at the Government College at Kumbakonam, gaining a scholarship awarded for proficiency in mathematics and English. His University career was a failure. He spent all his time on mathematics, even that in the lecture-room when he was supposed to be listening to lectures on other subjects. Naturally he failed to pass in an examination which included these subjects. Another attempt resulted in another failure. He kept on, however, working at mathematics and entering the results he obtained in his note-books. In 1909 he got married, and it was necessary for him to obtain some post to provide a livelihood. Owing to his failure to get a degree this was difficult, but he finally obtained a subordinate post, with a salary of 30 rupees a month, in the Madras Port Trust Office. Though the salary was so small, it was, as things turned 310